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This guide explains the application of retail sales tax to books, magazines and other publications. You may also want 
to refer to Ontario Sales Tax Guide 148 — Newspapers and Supplements. 


EXEMPT BOOKS 
Books are exempt from retail sales tax if they are: 
e printed 
¢ bound 
e published solely for educational, technical, cultural or literary purposes, and 


e contain no advertising. 


Examples of exempt books include: 


textbooks 

dictionaries and encyclopedias 
atlases 

colouring books 

printed music in book form 
knitting and crochet pattern books. 


Pages that are printed for insertion in exempt books are exempt. For example, new pages that update an exempt 
technical handbook are also exempt. 


Ring and post binders are considered to be books when sold together with their contents. The tax status of the contents 
determines the tax status of the entire unit. Binders are taxable when sold separately. 


TAXABLE BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 
Examples include: 


blank exercise books, drawing or workbooks 

books ruled for accounting or bookkeeping purposes 

albums for collecting photographs, autographs, stickers, stamps or coins 

sheet music and blank books ruled for music 

unbound publications such as maps, brochures, pamphlets, leaflets and folders 
timetables 

rate books (not including standard ready-reckoners and amortization tables) 
price lists 

financial reports 

programs 

catalogues, including clothing pattern catalogues 

directories. (Note: Historical or genealogical reference listings are not considered taxable directories for sales 
tax purposes.) 


Religious, charitable and benevolent organizations may purchase certain publications exempt of tax that otherwise 
would be taxable. For further information see Ontario Sales Tax Guide 143 — Religious, Charitable and Benevolent 


Organizations. 


MAGAZINES 

Magazines are defined for retail sales tax purposes as bound, printed publications that are issued periodically, at 
least once a year. They contain articles from various identified contributors and may also contain pictures and 
advertising. By definition, magazines do not include any publications that are specifically excluded from the exemption 
for books. 


Magazines sold at retail are taxable. 
All other magazines are tax-exempt, including those: 


purchased by subscription 

issued free at theatres, cultural events, or sporting events 

distributed free to employees, shareholders, etc. 

distributed as part of a newspaper 

e distributed free by ‘“‘controlled”’ or ‘‘qualified’’ circulation. They may be distributed door-to-door or through the 
mail, and may or may not be addressed. 


The information in this publication is only a guideline. For more specific information, please consult the Retail 
Sales Tax Act or contact your local Retail Sales Tax Office listed in the blue pages of your telephone directory. 
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